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We CARE

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as the traditional custodians of the land
upon which we meet and learn on.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their connections to country, sea
and water ways.

The scouting program has kids set goals across a range of areas and aim high in working towards achieving
them, just like the current PBS focus for our Primary School! In addition to her creating a better world project, Issy
is an active participant in the Scouting program setting goals across a variety of areas and demonstrating
perseverance and commitment to achieve them. Issy also trains several times a week in gymnastics.  Issy is
always developing her cooking skills leading her to win the Junior Apple Pie Baking Contest at the Donnybrook
Apple Festival.  She spent a whole day making her pie from scratch on her own, even starting by picking the
apples from the tree.

The Scout of the Year Award is about showing how one dedicated person can make a significant impact. Issy’s
commitment sets a powerful example: Together, we can inspire change and build a brighter future.

The Scout of the Year title is a prestigious honour awarded by a panel of
scouting peers to recognise and congratulate a young member from within
Scouting, who goes above and beyond to make a difference in their
community. Isobel McNab was nominated for the outstanding work she did
in running the Dolly’s Dream Day in our District High School last year.
The award was presented at a special ceremony on 22 February by the
Governor of Western Australia. When the big moment arrived to announce
the winner of the Scout of the Year Award, Issy stood on stage alongside
the other finalist, hearing about their remarkable efforts in preserving the
local bush reserve and inspiring others to get involved. It was tough
competition and made Issy feel nervous as she listened to these impressive
achievements wondering who would actually win? When her name was
called, she felt proud and excited.

Along with introducing the Speak Up song and its heartfelt message during
the 2TT assembly, our primary school community held a free dress day with
kindness craft activities run in classes and the cluster-based group puzzle to
reinforce the message of being kind and standing up against bullying. The
morning tea fundraiser donated over $600 to the Dolly’s Dream foundation
for programs to address the effects of bullying and importantly opening up
the conversation about the effects of bullying in schools across Australia.
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
James Milne

The 2025 school year is off and running, with the start across both the Junior Campus and the Senior
Campus being both very positive and productive. The students are engaged in their learning and gaining
immensely from the structure in place and the programs being offered up from Kindergarten to Year 10.

A very warm welcome to our new families for 2025. We have 37 Kindergarten students commencing their
first year of schooling and 28 new Primary and Secondary students enrolled at Donnybrook District High
School this year. This has pushed our combined number to 470, a further increase from 2024. This highlights
the confidence our school community has put in our school, our staff and the programs on offer. I trust all our
new students from K-10, will be well supported as they transition into this wonderful learning environment,
we have established across two sites.

It is so fantastic to see all of our students again and I look forward to them demonstrating CARE as they
engage with their schooling throughout the year. Thank you to both the staff, students and parents and
carers for a smooth start to the first few weeks back.

The school’s Business Plan, Your Child; Our Focus, is comprehensive and will continue to direct our work
throughout 2025. Our 4 priority areas are;
· High Performance in Literacy and Numeracy
· Targeted Intervention to Support All Students
· Supportive and Inclusive Environment in Which Students Thrive
· One School Working in Partnership With Its Community

We are confident that we can continue to make a difference through providing a quality education and
importantly supporting students’ wellbeing. A copy of our Business Plan can be found on our school website.

Welcome to Our New Staff
Janene Wells – Secondary Deputy Principal

Amy O’Grady – Year 1
Deirdre Patterson – Year 3/4
Koby Taylor – Year 4
Mel Attwood – Primary Science
Rebekah Jenkinson – Performing Arts
Anita Lloyd – Secondary Home Economics

Millie Anderson – Education Assistant
Abbie Field – Education Assistant
Tom Anderson – Education Assistant

All of our new teachers and support staff have transitioned into the school superbly, demonstrating a genuine
commitment to their new roles and responsibilities.

Parent Meetings
Parents and Carers are encouraged to make contact with teachers and request meetings to support the
development of a strong partnership between home and school that is focused on supporting your child’s 
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT continued
achievement and progress.

The Leadership Team are also available to meet at any time, should you need to make contact to discuss
the academic, behavioural and social and emotional needs of your child. It is important that we all work
together throughout 2025.

NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a literacy and numeracy
assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit each year. These assessments cover writing, reading,
conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

NAPLAN is scheduled for Weeks 6 and 7 this term and further information is available through nap.edu.au
Alternatively parents and carers are most welcome to meet with myself or Fiona Hunter at the Senior
Campus, to discuss the assessment program. A flyer will also be placed on our Facebook Group.

REMEMBER: to Update your Contact Details
Now is a good time to think about the contact details that the school has for you and your family. If any of
your information has changed, please remember to update those details with the school office.

Term Calendar
Our calendar has been updated and parents and carers are asked to please make note of the upcoming
events. Term 1 is a very busy term, with a number of significant events coming up.

Deputy - Lauren Brown
Many of you will be aware that our much-loved Deputy Principal Lauren Brown, is expecting her second
child early in Term 2. Whilst Lauren and her baby are going ok, her doctor strongly recommended she rest
for the remainder of her pregnancy, for their wellbeing.  This has meant Lauren hasn't been with us this
term and we have effectively been short a Deputy Principal on the Junior Campus.  

Lauren's position was always going to be filled from the beginning of Term 2. I am currently working
through this process and will notify you once the selection process is completed. My sincere thanks to the
Front Office staff and Alex Gibson for their support during this period.
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 Focus: We set goals and work towards them.

Goal setting in the classroom

Students are invested and engaged in the process of goal setting.
Below are a few classroom examples.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT continued



AdventureWorks are on board for 2025 and will be working closely with teaching staff to develop programs that
develop leadership skills and increase student’s wellbeing.
All of the camps are booked in with the Year 7 camp in week 9 of this term. Year 8 camp will be in the forest
around Wellington Dam while the Year 9 camp will be, once again, on the Blackwood River. The Year 10 camp in
Term 4 and will be a week-long expedition on the Cape to Cape. Leaderships days will develop the skills and
understanding of the attributes of a leader with all SRC members attending a day of training each term.

The SRC election process has been held, and congratulations are offered to all students who participated in the
election process. To put yourself forward for a leadership position shows bravery and resilience that is a fantastic
attribute on the journey to adulthood. Unfortunately, not all applications will be accepted, but accepting a
challenge and managing a disappointment is part of learning who you are as a person. The successful applicants
will be notified of the final decision in the coming weeks.

NAPLAN will begin in week 6 and will run over a week. As always, this is an important set of testing for data
collection; however, it is not an assessment that will affect a student’s overall grade. Students often feel anxious
about this testing. We ask that you reassure your child and to do their best. If you feel that you child should be
withdrawn from the testing, please contact Janene.Wells@education.wa.edu.au to discuss.

Progress Reports will be sent home in week 9 of Term 1. These reports are a very brief summary of the
student’s ability and attitude towards learning in Term 1. Further reports will be sent home at the end of Term 2,
with a parent interview day scheduled for the first day of Term 3.

Coming up this term we have an action-packed calendar. Please keep your eye on our Connect notices and
Compass emails for all of the information you need. If you have any queries about your child’s academic journey,
please feel free to contact the teachers directly via Connect. For any other queries please do not hesitate to
contact Fiona Hunter or Janene Wells at 9732 4300.

Wishing you a fantastic term.
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Fiona Hunter

Associate Principal

 Focus: 

We demonstrate

a positive attitude

A very warm welcome back to the 2025 school year from the
Senior Campus. We would like to warmly welcome the Year 7
students and families to their high school journey. To all other
students, it was fantastic to see you all roll through the door on the
first day. We are ready to deliver some excellent programs to meet
your educational needs.

2025 promises to be an excellent year with many fun and
educational experiences planned to fulfil the students’ individual
educational preferences.
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Janene Wells

Deputy Principal
Senior Campus

Welcome back to school for 2025, the weeks are flying already! Everyone has been very welcoming upon
my arrival at Donnybrook District High School this year and I am loving getting to know the wonderful
students, parents and teachers in this lovely community. It has been a busy start to the term with the Year
7s transitioning to high school life in style and working hard to learn all their new routines, classrooms and
teachers. It has been great to see the endless basketball matches on the courts, the delicious food from
the canteen, the tricks and flips on the oval, the excited faces when students see their friends and the
amount of care you show for each other.

We are fortunate to have the Young Innovators Group start up the breakfast club every Tuesday and
Thursday from 8:30am and students delving into some toasties and Weetbix. There are loads of other
activities and opportunities up for the undertaking at the campus including Craft Club, Robotics Club and
the Follow the Dream program. I look forward to seeing you all enjoying your rewards next week for all
your hard work and demonstrating a positive attitude at our PBS rewards afternoon in Week 5.

Have a great Term 1.



MUSIC NOTES
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A big welcome back to the Donnybrook District High School musos! All lessons and bands are now back
underway, with various gigs and Term 2's camp in the works behind the scenes.

Did you know playing music activates both the left and right hemispheres of the brain at the same time?
Participating in the music program is not only fun, it builds memory, improves learning and enhances the
brain’s function too! Parents, as you settle back into the school routine, please help your child re-establish a
regular practice routine. Practicing music before school is especially beneficial as it warms up your child's
brain ready to learn! 

Mackenzie King
Instrumental Music Teacher
Instrumental Music School Services



Our follow the
Dream

students using
the Yarning

Circle at their
first gathering

for 2025.

Our Cultural
Responsiveness
Committee were
very impressed
with the Yarning

Circle.

UPDATE- SENIOR CAMPUS
COMMUNitY YARNING CIRCLe

Kaya and Wanjoo to a new school year!

During the school holidays our Community Yarning Circle at
the Senior Campus has been taking shape.

Alby, Zahlia and Darcy Walker completed the installation of
the limestone block seating. Zahlia and Darcy are ex-
students of Donnybrook DHS and it was wonderful to see
them working in collaboration with Alby, their Maaman
(father).

The next stage involves enhancing the Balga plantings with
garden edging, mulch and natural features such as rocks
and logs. Watch this space!

Wendy Mountford
Aboriginal Education Advisor

Noongar Season
Bunuru

Noongar Word 
of the Week

koodjal-koodjal
 (4/four)



Why the term 'eSafety' makes me shudder.

If I'm being completely honest, 'technology' and 'kids' triggers my nervous 
system into flight mode! I just want to get a bucket and stick my head in to 
avoid dealing with the depths of the internet and the power these devices have 
over our kids.

But obviously I can't run! I must face it now more than ever, and understand 
what apps kids are using, why they're using them and, what online games are
 they playing.

As Chaplain I'm privy to what students are facing being online and below are 
some of the examples they've shared with me;

I'm chatting to someone I don't know in a game I play at home in my bedroom.
They're pressuring me to send them a (inappropriate) photo.
I saw that on Roblox (inappropriate content).
I've been sent a screenshot of what's being said about me on SnapChat and now they're texting it to
everyone in my year group.
I'm really scared playing that game because someone is trying to kill me in it.
I'm lonely and no-one understands me, but I've found some strangers on Roblox to talk too.

Over the last few weeks, our primary school students have been learning all about e-Safety with Miss Briggs in
their Technology lessons.

Miss Briggs has been covering topics such as;

Being a good digital citizen - using technology safely and responsibly.
Keeping information private such as passwords, address, phone number etc.
Only adding friends who you know in real life - not everything you read online is true.
Posting and consent from friends and family.
Legal age of downloading apps and asking parents for permission before downloading anything.
Screen time - must be a balance (set timers to help).
Posting online - once it's out there, it's out there forever (digital footprint).
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

To compliment what the students have been learning in class, our School is
running an event for parents, carers and teachers on 'The Dangers of Devices: Are
our Kids Truly Safe?" on Tuesday 11 March 2025, 7:00 - 8:30pm Junior Campus
Library. 

We hope you can make it!

Sarah Sydney-Smith & Abbey Briggs
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION



Canteen Menu
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2025 CALENDAR - TERM 1
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