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We CARE

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as the traditional custodians of the land
upon which we meet and learn on.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their connections to country, sea
and water ways.

Year 10 camp ran all last week. Not
even the rain or the cold could dampen
the enthusiasm of the Year 10 students.
They approached every activity with grit
and determination and threw all of their
positivity into the camp. Consequently, it
was a sensational week full of learning,
sharing and joy. It was a pleasure to be
part of the campfire shenanigans and
games. Congratulations Year 10’s, you
are a sensational group of young people. 



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
James Milne
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As we enter the f inal  few weeks of  Semester 1,  and I  ref lect  on the school  year so far ,
I ’m part icular ly proud of  the way our staf f  have worked to meet the academic,
behavioural  and social  and emot ional  needs of  our students.   Donnybrook Distr ict  High
School  seeks to make a di f ference through a qual i ty educat ion program that supports
student wel lbeing and i t  is  a credi t  to the teaching and support  staf f  for  the way they
work wi th students,  parents and carers and outside agencies,  to develop the whole chi ld.

Like al l  schools throughout Western Austral ia,  Donnybrook Distr ict  High School  is
chal lenged by the severe shortage of  re l ief  staf f  that  are avai lable to f i l l  short-  and long-
term vacancies.   The shortage of ten resul ts in staf f  having to forgo their  p lanning and
preparat ion t ime or step away from their  current roles and responsibi l i t ies to support
c lasses and indiv idual  students.   Our staf f  have done this wi th an unwaver ing
commitment,  demonstrat ing their  genuine care for  the students.   There is no doubt ing
our school  community is very for tunate for  their  dedicat ion and professional ism.

As a school  we cont inue to push our students hard,  wi th the major i ty str iv ing to meet the
expectat ions placed upon them. I  thank them for their  commitment and ef for t  and look
forward to seeing this cont inue in the second hal f  of  the year.   For the smal l  number who
are struggl ing to engage, I  urge them to f ind a way to address this and important ly take
ful l  advantage of  the learning opportuni t ies being presented to them.  

Donnybrook Distr ict  High School  recent ly introduced a Good Standing pol icy.  As part  of
our Posi t ive Behaviour Management pol icy,  the school  requires students to remain in
‘Good Standing’  to part ic ipate in extra curr icula act iv i t ies.   Extra curr icula act iv i t ies
include, but are not l imi ted to:  sport ing events,  excursions, camps and fact ion
acknowledgements.   Loss of  ‘Good Standing’  is  appl ied for  repeated minor behaviours
and major behaviours that  resul t  in a suspension. For students who lose ‘Good
Standing’ ,  they receive support  to modify their  behaviour and important ly meet our
school-wide expectat ions.   

Semester 1 has been part icular ly busy for students,  wi th an array of  opportuni t ies
offered up to the students over the two terms.  These included AdventureWorks Camps
and Workshops, Leadership Days, Fact ion and Interschool  Carnivals,  Science and STEM
Chal lenges, Innovat ion Workshops, Assembl ies and Excursions.   Al l  of  which was
compl imented by numerous events organised and coordinated by our magnif icent P&C,
which included Dress Up Days and our annual  Walk Safely to School  Day.

Semester 1 Reports wi l l  be emai led out in Week 11.  I f  a paper copy is required, then
please telephone the Junior or Senior Campus Front Off ice and request a copy to be
sent home.

Parents and carers are reminded that Tuesday 16 July has been set aside for c lassroom
teachers to hold interviews around student achievement and progress.  A let ter  out l in ing
the detai ls of  th is day has been sent out to al l  fami l ies,  wi th parents and carers
requested to book meet ing t imes through the onl ine booking system. 

Cont inued over page



PARENT/CARER MEETING
BOOKINGS
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With changes to the Semester 1 Reports,  i t  is
real ly important that  the t ime is taken to meet wi th
the classroom teachers.  School  is c losed for both
Primary and Secondary on Tuesday 16 July to
al low this to occur,  however for  those students
who are required to at tend, an al ternat ive program
wil l  be put in place.

Please also note that  students of f ic ia l ly  return to
school  for  the commencement of  Term 3 on
Wednesday 17 July.   Monday 15 July is a School
Development Day (Pupi l  Free and Tuesday 16 July
is Interview Day. 

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT continued



It has been wet and windy over the last few weeks, and it has been fantastic to see students being responsible
by keeping out of the rain and staying dry.

In Week 5, our annual Walk to School Safely Day was enjoyed by students, parents, carers and teachers, who
walked from the top of Bridge Street via the Senior Campus to the Junior Campus. Thank you once again to
the P&C for providing the school with bacon and egg sandwiches.

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                   

During Week 7, classes across the school took part in National Reconciliation Week, learning about our shared
histories, cultures and achievements. 

This week students have demonstrated their fantastic sportsmanship during our Faction Cross Country. Thank
you to all students who strived to do their best.

Tomorrow we celebrate Kindness Day. Students are invited to wear sunny yellow or baby blue representing
the consider and engage in our CARE Expectations.

Alex Gibson
 Deputy Principal
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 Focus: “We encourage and help others” 

JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Lauren Brown

 Deputy Principal

Our whole school Pyjama Day was
an absolute hit with bright coloured
oodies, ugg boots and matching
pyjama sets on display around the
school.

Mrs Davies and Mrs Edwards Year 3 class performed a beautiful rendition 
of the Colours We Love (Three Flags of Australia) during their Week 6 Assembly. 
National Simultaneous Story Time took place during the assembly and 
Mrs Mountford read this year’s book, Bowerbird Blues. 
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KINDERGARTEN 1

Thank you to our Mums and Grandmothers
for joining us at Kindergarten. 

Your child enjoyed spending time with you
doing special activities.
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KINDERGARTEN 2
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Fiona Hunter

Associate Principal

 Focus: 

“We talk

respectfully to

others .”

Term 2 has been filled with fun, excitement and cows! The Senior Campus has been working diligently both
inside and outside the classroom. 

We reset after our break with a beautiful ANZAC 
service run by our Youth Emergency Services. 
This commemoration was meaningful and 
respectfully. It was run by our Youth Emergency 
Services program, and we are proud of their efforts. 

Our AdventureWorks program kicked into gear,
supporting our students to think of others and to be
resilient in their friendships.  

Our Year 6 Transition students swapped option subjects
in week 5 of the term. The Home Economics group
showed off their new skills by providing a delicious
afternoon tea for their families. Great job, Year 6. It was a
delicious afternoon. 
Thank you Ms McKenna & Mrs Kelly for your hard work.

The Walk to School breakfast filled some very
hungry bellies with some very welcome bacon and
egg sandwiches. Thank you to the P&C for feeding
our very grateful students
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

Megan Kremer
Deputy Principal

Rebecca Smedley
Deputy Principal

Our cows kept us very busy during their three week stay. Milo and
Oreo had to be fed twice a day with milk and grain. They really liked
their house, but the students did not enjoy mucking out the shed every
couple of days. 
It was such a great visit, and we look forward to the cows returning
next year.

Our Year 6 Parent Information Evening was a great success. Thank you to the parents who attended and had
a chat on the evening. Parents who could not make the first presentation are welcome to come along to our
parent tours later this term and in term 3. 

The P&C kindly encouraged the Senior Campus students to come to school in their PJ’s. What a wonderful
feeling to see the students join in and donate to their P&C. Thank you for the opportunity to join in on these
fun activities so students can support our fabulous P&C.

With four weeks left to go this term we would like to thank the students for their efforts in the classroom this
term. We are looking forward to demonstrating their progress with parents on the Tuesday, 16 July during our
parent interviews. If you have not booked in for an interview time, please contact the front office on 9732 4300
and book in as soon as possible. 
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Wendy Mountford
Aboriginal Education Advisor

Noongar Season

Makuru

Noongar Word of the Week

daa (mouth)

Last week, Donnybrook District High School
acknowledged National Reconciliation Week. As the
theme for 2024 reads, ‘Now More Than Ever’, this
has been a time to come together and reflect on and
respect our connections with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander People and their shared histories. 

On Tuesday at the Senior Campus, all staff and
students were invited to visit ‘Ngalang Mia’ (Our
Home), the newly named Follow the Dream room.
Miss T and Mrs Mountford thoroughly enjoyed
connecting with those who visited to have a yarn and
immerse themselves in Aboriginal culture through
indigenous mindfulness activities, viewing the
cultural displays and listening to a selection of
Aboriginal songs. This invitation is long standing,
and we welcome visitors to ‘Ngalang Mia’ on
Mondays during recess and lunch times.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
At the Junior Campus, we welcomed two visitors from
Bunbury Regional Prison. Mr Lee Collins, the A/Assistant
Superintendent, and Ms Jenny Lyon, the Aboriginal
Education Worker. They were extremely grateful that
their invitation had been accepted to present thirty
Reconciliation Activity Packs to the Junior Campus. The
packs had been created by Aboriginal men whose
shared purpose for creating the packs was to give back
to the community. 

A lovely morning tea was enjoyed by all and a Certificate
of Appreciation from Donnybrook District High School,
designed by Miss, T was presented to Bunbury Regional
Prison.

The tie-dyed packs contained Australian animal shapes
for constructing a mobile and a handcrafted drum, all
decorated with beautifully hand painted indigenous
designs. They also contained activity pages for the
students to enjoy. 
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Each Junior Campus classroom was gifted two of the
packs. Miss T and Mrs Mountford visited all classrooms
and spoke to the students about the importance of
acknowledging National Reconciliation Week and the
story behind this year’s theme.

Classroom teachers were excited about how they could
utilise the packs to enhance their students’ cultural
learning journeys. The students in 1MJ/ST were very
eager about using one of their tie-dyed bags as a
classroom library bag for borrowing an Aboriginal
/Torres Strait Islander text each week for all students to
share. MOORDITJ!

It is important to remember that reconciliation should
be every day, every classroom, every student.

Danjoo koorliny ……walking together.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION



2024 CALENDAR TERM 2 
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